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Customer No. 28960 



'Center 2100 



Ob/:/ 



Sir 



in furthcmncc of patent owrLcr*s Notice of Appeal filed on Cjctobp-f] S, 2004, an Appeal 
Brief is submitted hcrcwitla in triplieate» This Appeal Brief is 'written in support of the patent 
owner^^ Notice of Appeal filed on October 15, 2004, and further pursuant to the rejection mailed 
on April IS, 2004 (OfGce Action of same date), and mailed on October 6, 2004 (Advisory Action 
of same date). . 

Claims 1 , 3-20, and 22-27 have been rejected- The appellant submits this brief to die 
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences in compliancj? with the requii pncnts of 37 C.F.R. § 
41 .37, as staled in Rules of Practice Before the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences (Final 
Rule), 69 Fed Reg. 49959 (August 12, 2004), The appellant contends tjjat the rqection of 
Claims 1, 3-20, and 22-27 in this pending applfcation is in error and is overcome by this appeal, 
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L REAL PARTY IN INTEREST j 

As the assignees of ihe entire right, title and interest in the abov&capdoncd jpaienVji ^ M!^ 
application, the real parties in interest in this appeal arc the following pmies: ' ' * 



Avaya, Inc. 
211 Mount Airy Road 
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 079^0 

per the assignment document recorded on March 2, 2001, at reel numbcf' 01 1354 and liramb^^ U^g 
nLunber0502. 



RECEIVED 

' iEP I 3 2005 



Technology Center 21 00 



IL RELATED APPEALS AND INTTETOFERENCES 

There are no other appeals or interferences related to the present patent application of 
which appellant is aware. - L ' . * . • i 



IIL STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1, 3*20, and 22-27 are pending within this application. (|laims 1; 3-20; and 22-27 
stand rejected under 35 U.S-C § 103(a), 

The rejections of Claims 1, 3-20, and 22-27 are being appealed. 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS . 

No amendments have been filed subsequent to the Advisory Ac^on of October 6, 2004. 
The present condition of the claims is as listed in the Amendment and Response to Final Ofiice 
Action filed on June IS, 2004. 



V. SUMMARY OF CXAtMED SUBJECT MATT^ 

The elements of Claim 1, dixxjcied to one embodiment of tlie pn^cnt invention, arc 
described in the Present Specification on page 4, lines 9-29. Claim 1 is directed to a method of 
providing message notification for a user. The claimed method sieps ar^ directed to the system 
iilustra^ in Figure 1 . The method includes the step of coupling a message notification 
application 1 0 to a server 1 2. The server 12 stores messages for the user. The metiiod also 
includes the steps of registering the message notification application^! Oito at least one instSant* 'V 
messaging service 14, accessing one of the at least one instant messaging service 14 by the user, 
and signing tlie user onto the message notification application 10 by 'adding the user to a buddy 
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list of the message notification application 10 thereby assodatiTig the user to the one instant 

H 

rarasaging service 14 which the user is currently accessing. The method also includes tiic step of 
sending an instant message notification from the message notification application 10 via tlie ^nc 
instant messaging service 14 to the user when a message arrives on the server 12 for the user. 

The elements of Claim 8, directed to apothcr embodiment of the present invention, ^ 
described in tlic Present Specification on page 3, line 24-to page4, line 3- Claim 8 is directed to 
an appamtus for providing message notification and allowing a user lo instantly review new 
messages. The apparatus comprises at least one instant messaging service 14, a message 
notification application 1 0, a server 1 2, and an internet appliance 1 8. The message notification 
application. 10 is registered to thc.at least jonc.instantmessaging.s.etv^ _ 
notification application 10 includes a buddy list onto which the user is ajldcd, thereby associating f i;: / ~ : 
the user to one oflhe at least one instant message service 14 that the use^ is currently using. The 
server 1 2 stores messages and provides a medium for the message notification application 10 tp| ^ 

opemte. The internet appliance 1 8 accesses the server 12 and receives ah' instant message ' ^ > f^ '^ 1 

✓ f 

notificadon from the message notification application 1 0 via the one infant messaging service 
1 4, the instant message notification indicates that a new message is stored on'thc server 12 'for 
thcuscr.. ' ■ ' ' • *' .* t'»;M 

The elements of Claim 14, directed to another embodiment of th^ prescnt^invcntioh; are > 
described in the Present Specification on page 3, line 24 to page 4, line 3. Claim 14 is directed to 
- a message notification system that allows the user to instantiy review ne>v messages. The 
message notifieation system comprises at least one instant messaging service 14, a message 
notification application 10, a server 12, and an internet appliance 18; The message notificadon 
applicaj^on 10 is registered to the at least one instant mcs^ging service >1 4, wherein tiie message 
notification application 10 includes a buddy list onto which tiie user is added, thereby associating 
the user to one of the at least one instant message service 14 that the user is eurrentiy using; ^Tlic 
server 1 2 stores messages and provides a medium for the message nodfip^'on application 10 io h 
operate. The internet appliance 18 accesses the server 12 and receives ap instant messages ^ i ^^ ' 
notification from the message notification application 10 via the one ins|ant messaging service^ 
1 4, the instant message notification indicates that a new message is stored on the scrvcrrl2 for 
thcuscr. ' - . : 

The elements of Claim 20, directed to another embodiment of th t present invention,! are 
described in the Present Specification on page 3, line 24 to page 4, line 3, and the accompanying 
Figure 1. Claim 14 is directed lo a message notification system for a user: The message * 
notificadon system comprises means for coupling a message notification application 1 0 to a 
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server 1 2, wherein the server 12 stores messages For the user« The means for coupling, as set 
forth ir\Afae Present Specilication, page 4» lines 4-S, includes the message notification application 
1 0 and the server 12 as two separate physical components (Figure 1), oriin the same location 
(Figure 2). The message nodficadon system also comprises means for isgistering the mcssagttu 
notification application 10 to at least one instant messaging service 1 4 (|s set forth in.thePrcscnt 
Specification on page 3, lines 26-28)^ means for accessing one of the at jeast one instant r'.n mi^ 
messaging service 14 by tlie user (as set forth in the Present Specification on page 4, lines 9414)^ 
and means for signing the user onto the message npdfication application 1 0 by adding ?the user to 
a buddy list of the message nodfication applicjfcon 1 0 thereby associating the user to tlic one 
instant messaging service .14^whieh the usa: js.qun:endy-a£Cj^ ^ 
Speeification onrpage 3, lines 28-3O3 and page 4> lines 18-27). The mespge nodfication system ^ 
also includes means for sending an instant message notification firom the message notification 
application 10 via the one instant messaging service 1 4 to the user when a message arrives on Uie 
server 12 for the user (as set fordi in the Prcscnt Specification on page 4, lines 22^24 and lines 
28-30). 

The elements of Claim 27^ directed to one embodiment of the present invention, arc ' 
described in ihe Present Specification on page 4, lines 9-29. Claim 27 is directed to a method of 
providing a voice messaging notification application for a user in an ins^t messaging system. 
The method includes the steps of coupling a message notification application 10 10 a server'^12. 
The server 1 2 slores messages for the user. The method also includes ti^e steps of registcring-the 
message notification application 10 to at least one instant messaging seipricc 14, accessing one of 
the at least one instant messaging services 14 by the user, and adding thc^user to a buddylist hfh 
the message notification application 10. The buddy list is associated wi|h the one instahr ^ ' » m ^ 
messag^^ng service 14. The method also comprises the steps of sending |n instant message^- 
notification to the user fi'om the message notification application 10 via the one instant ' 
messaging service 1 4 when a message arrives on the server 12 for the user, and allowing the^user 
access to the server 12 by one of using an internet appliance 1 8 and usihg a telephone Resent 
Specification, page 5, lines 4-5). ^ 

VL ISSUES 

The issues presented by the appellant for review by the Board of}Patent Appeals and 
Interferences arc as follows: > 

1. Whether the Claims 1 , 3-20, and 22-27 are properly rqecied under 35 U.S.C. § 
1 03(a) as being unpatentable over U«S. Patent No. 6,535,586 issued to Clouticr et 
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al. (hereafter "ClouticO in view of U.S. Paicni No. 6,449^44 issued to 
Goldfiogcr ct al. Oicrcafter "Gopfrnger^. ,< . . 17 .-t^\^ 

i t , -I . liic- 

Vn. ARGUMENT . , i ! i ^ 

I 

A* Claims_K 3r20, and 22-27 are Patentable over Oouticrin view of Goldfinger 

Within the OfScc Action, Clmms 1 , 3«20, and 22-27 have been rejected under 35 U.S,C 
§ 1 03(a) as beiag unpatentable over Clouticr in view of Golditnger. 

Cloutier teaches a system to provide messaging services to alert a message service 
subscril}cr to the receipt of a high priority message £ujd to„proyidcJlieiep^^ 
An email server-l l 0 stores email messages received over the internet 130 (Clouticr, coL 1 , lines ' 
26-27). A mKsaging system server 120 provides access to the email server 1 10 via the internet 
130 such thai nolificaiion of high priority email messages received on t>|e email server 1 10 arc^ ^ 
provided by transmitting a wireless message lo a wireless device 170 usj:d by ihc subscriber^ * ^ 
(Clouticr, col. 3, lines 62-66). The messaging system server 120 periodically polls the email 
server 1 1 0 for new messages, and if a new message is received, then a uplque message code 
corresponding to the new message is generated by the messaging systcrn server 120 (Clouiier, 
coL 4, line 63 to coL 5, line 4). The unique message code is sent from the messaging system 
server 120 to the wireless device 170 used by the subscriber (Cloutier, cpL 5, lines 17-22). To 
retrieve the new message, the subscriber accesses the messaging system server 120 using an 
access device 1 90 connected via a user interface 140 (Cloutier, col. 4, lines 26*38). ^ 

Goldfingcr teaches a communications system for locating a user who is connected to a 
communications network. A irrsi user 1 8 accesses a communications nt^twork 14 via a terminal 
12 (Goldfinger, col. 5, lines 24-27). Once user 18 is connected to the network 14, a connection 
notilicQtion apparatus 30 notifies a connection monitor 22 that user 18 is connected to network 
14 (GoldfingcTy col. S, lines 37-40). The connection notification appamj'us 30 is included in the 
terminal 12, and the connection monitor 22 is part of a server 20, the server 20 also connected to 
the network 14 (Goldfingcr, Figure 1 ). An information apparatus manager 28 is also included 
within the server 20 and maintains a list of all users cuircntly connectedj also referred to as on- 
line, to the network 14 (Goldfingcr, col. 5, line 61 to col. 6, line 2). A list of sought users which 
the user 18 is interested in communicating with is provided by the user ^8 lo the information 
apparatus manager 28 (Goldfinger, col. 6, linc^ 3-5). The infomtaiion aparatus manager 28 
determines if any of the sought users arc cunendy connected to the network 14 (Goldfinger; coL 
6, lines 13-18). If a sought user is connected, the infomiation apparatus [manager 28 causes an 
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annunciator 24 to transmiL an wnunci^tion to user 18 (GoldGnger, col- d> lines 19-24). The 
annunciator 24 is also included wiihin ihc server 20 (Goldfinger, Figure*^ 1). The annunciation is 
then sent to the user 18 (Goldlinger, coL 6, lines 42-48). In other words^ the server 20, which 
included the infonnation apparatus nianagcr 28 and the annundator 24, 
annunciation and sends the annunciation 10 tlie user. 

The claimed invention is directed to an apparanis for and a metbbd of providing message 
notiEcation for a user through an instant messaging service. A mcssagonotLGcation application 
1 0 is rcgistcicd to an instant messaging service 14 through an IP Network 1 6 such as the Intdhct 
or a private intranet CPresent Specification, page 3, lines 26*28). The message notification 

application 10 maintains a buddy list corresponding to the instagt messaging service, J 4 (present ^ , 

Specification, page 4, line 20). In the case ofmultiplc internet messaging services, a separate ; ^ r ? ' 
buddy list for each instant messaging service is maintained by the message notification 
application 10 (Present Specification, page 4, lines 24-27). When a number of users utilizing 
various instant messaging services 14 arc signed up for the message notification appHbaiion 1 0, 
the message notification application 1 P ov\ be registered with multiple instant messaging 
services 14 to enable it to communicate with users regardless of lh&4nstant messaging sendee 14 
being utih*xed (Present Specification, page 3, line 33 to page 4, line 3). When the user logs onto 
the inst^t messaging service 14 using a particular internet appliance 18, the user instructs the 
message notification application 1 0 that the user desires to be notified ^^hen a new mail message 
is received by a m^sage server (Present Specification, page 4, lines 18-20). The message 
notification application 1 0 then adds tiie'user to the buddy list corresponding to tlie instant * 
messaging service 1 4 currently used by the user (Present Spedfication, page 4, line 20). ' * > - 

The message notification application 1 0 opemtes on, or is couplc^d to, one of an « ' ' < 
application, voice messaging or unified server 1 2, hereinafter referred icj^as message server 12 

(Present Specification, page 4, lines 4-5). When' a new mail message isyrcceivcd by the message 

f 

server 12, the message notification application 1 0 sends an instant message notification via the 
instant messa^g service 1 4 for delivery to the user (Present Specification, page 3,*lines 1 1-13 
and page 4, lines 28-29). The instant messaging service 14 transmits thc*instant message ^ 
notification to the internet appliance 1 8 currentiy used to access the instant messaging service 14 
_ by the user (Present Specification, page 5, lines 12- J 6). The message notification application 1 0 
does notdirectiy transmit the instant message notification to thc^end^cr; instead, the message 
notification application 1 0 determines the proper instant messaging service 1 4 according to the 
buddy list currently h'sting the end user and then sends a message notification to the determined 
instant messaging service 14. In turn, the instant m^saging service 14 sends an instant message 

-6- . 
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notification lo the user. In this manner, the message noiificadon application 10 functions as an 
interface between the message server 12 and the instant messaging serv|cc 14« As an inierFace, 
the message notification application 10 functions in a transparent niann|r such tliat the instantfr J 
messaging service 14 perceives the message seK^er 1 2 as another end uspr. » f ^ 

Within the present specilication, a clear distinction is made betAv^een ^instant message ; 
non ficarions'" and **messagcs" (also referred to as '*mail messages'^. **^|essages" arc thosc^data 
tliat are addressed to a particular end user and are stored on the message server 12* Ex^irpples of 
such ""message'" types include email messages^ voice mail messages, and fax mall messages 
(Present Specification, page 5, lines 5-1 !)• U^ers can be notified pf rcojived "mc)5sages'" iising 
differcnt types of conyentional^ '"message notification systems", such as ^ **messag e >vait ing^ 



indication light on a phone, '"stutter" dial tone on a home phone, an icor^ or short message on a " 
wireless handset's display, a numeric message to a pager and numerous others (Present 
Specification, page 2, h'ncs 20-25). In contrast, "instant message notifij^'ons" are those data . , • 
that are addressed to a particular end user and are instantly commumcat|d to the panicuiar user^' ^ 
via a pop up box on the user's screen (Present Specification, page 1, lines 22-26). "Instant 
tnessage notifications" are utilized within an Instant Messaging Servicej wlaich arc well known in 
the art Examples of specific Instant Messaging Services include AOL ^tant MessengeT(8)i 
MSN Mcssengerig), Yahoo! M«scnger<8), ICQsS) or any privately-provided instant -messaging-^ 
service (Present Specification, page3, lines 30-33), It is well known in^c art that "messages" 
and "'message notification systems" are different tlian ^"instant mcssagmg notifications- and' 
"instant messaging services". 3 * ' ^ « ' 

Tlic appellant contends that Claims 1, 3-20, and 22-27 arc patentable over ploqtipr in^ ^ I 
view of Goldfingcr for at least the folloMving reasons: | 

1 , There is not proper motivation to combine the communication system of 
Goldfingcr with the messaging system of Cloutier, Within the OfBce Action mailed on April 1 5, 
2004 (hereafter ""Office Action"), and again within the Advisory Actionjmailed on October 6, 
2004 (Kiereafler "Advisory Action")i column 1, lines 45-47 of Cloutier is cited as motivation to 
add the communication system of Goldfingcr to the messaging system of Cloutier. Column 1 , 
lines 45-47 of Cloutier teaches that "the lack of an instant or direct noti|cation upon the receipt 
of a message is a significant shortcoming of many messaging system.** jlowcvcr, ""notification", 
as cited, refers m a general sense to ^^essaging systems**, the same type of messaging systems > » 
described above (section V, "Summary of the Invention") where "messages" refer to email; voice 
mail, or fax messages(sce Cloutier, col. I, lines 55^58), and "message ni^tification systemsl^ are 
for example pagers (see Cloutier, col. 1 lines 48-52). The appcllantiagn|es that improvement to 
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the current state of message nolification systems is needed. However, this is broad territory to 
' cover and hardly a motivation to combine any possible funeilon within a conventiional message 
notification system. The present speciiication is directed to providing message nolilication 
advantages over conventional message notification systems and lo providing the additional 
benefit afreKiirecring^the message notifications to whatever device the t^ser is currently usinp . 
The present invention provides both benefits by incorporating an Instani'Messaging Service. 
Cloutier does not addi«s the problem of rc-dirccting a message notific^on to whatever device' ^ 
is currcntiy being used by the user. Therefore, since tills problem is not&ddresised witiiin"^' ' * ^ 
Cloutier, there is no motivation to combine an Instant Messaging Servic^ witiiin tiie m^saging' ' 

system .ofCIoutier..Morcovcr, there is nospedfic.motivation to-sdccttl|adcvice.the,uset is.t^ 

using; In fact, although Cloutier teaches tiie need for a complementary ^em through which a. » ^ r " ^ 
user can retrieve an electronic message remotely (Cloixtier, col. 2« lines (^-8), subsequent 
discussion of such a complementary system does not hint at, teach or suggest the implementation 
of an Instant Messaging Service. • J ^ '* ^ ^ 

2. The proposed combination of Cloutier in view of Coldfingcr docs not result in a 
viably fimctioning system. Within the Office Action, it is stated that th^ message server 12 of the 
' present application is die same as the server 110 of Cloutier, tli?it the m.c^sspgc notification 
application 10 of the present application is the same as tlie messaging system server 120 of 
Cloutier, that the instant messaging service 14 of the present application^is the same as the server 
20/ network 1 4 of Goldfinger, and that the internet appliance 1 8 of the jiresent application is the 
same as the end user terminals 12^16 of Goldfinger. In column 2, lines ^4-41, Cloutier teaches 
that to notily a user that a message has been received at the server 1 10, ^e messaging qrstem ' 

server 120 generates a unique message code and transmits this code to the end user; However, 

f 

Cloutier also specifically teaches that transmission of the code is made 'jusing any number of TieaJ 
time delivery device such as a pager, computer connected over anetworjc sucli as the intemct^^a^ 
PCS phone witii SMS mrasagcs, etc " This is the.exact type of conven^onal delivery means that 
the present invention is designed to overcome.* On page 2, lines 20-25 c^f the present 
specification, such conventional delivery means arc referred to as ^"messpge notification systeins" 
which include sending numeric messages to a pager Just as Cloutier teases sending a unique 
message codeio a pager. In contrast, the present invention includes a mj^thod of provi^lipg « » 
message notification for a user through an Instant Messaging Service (Present Specification, page 
3, lines 5-6). As described in detail iiijoye, an Instant Messaging Scrvic^ is not the same as a 
message notification system. Cloutier specifically teaches the use of a message notification 
system, wliich teach^ away from the present invention, and by e?ctension teaches av^y from any 
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combination using an instant messaging service, such as that described in Goldfingcr. Since 
Clourier leaches a^vay from the type of messaging system taught in Goldfingcr, the proposed 
combination of Cloutier and Coldfinger is not a viable combinatioa 

3. Neither Cloutier, Goldfingcr, nor their proposed combination tcachK "'registering a 
message notification appUcationio at least onejnstant messaging semcc'^^^ i t 
Goldfingcr is not eiied for teaching this limitation. Within the Office Action, it is stated thati.^^ ^ 
Clouder does teach this limitation. Specifically, column 4, lines 15-25 of Cloutier is cited to * ^ - 
support this assertion. However, the cited passage of Cloutier teaches a m^saging system server 

120 sending a message notification over the internet 130 to a personal computer 190. In other 

words, Cloutier teaches sending a notification to an end user access device. Clearly, "sending a., ' 

notification" and ^'registering with a service*^ is not the same. Furiher, tlicrc is no hint, teaching', " " 
or suggestion of re^stering a notification applicadon, such as the messaging system server 120, to 
a messaging service, such as an instant messaging service, as claimedL Within the Advisory 
Action, it is stated that Cloutier teaches a system for notification of 'electronically stored messages 
for subscribers, where it is inherent that a registration process must be performed. The appellant 
respectfully disagrees with the concltision that any inherent registmtioh process is directed to 
registering a message notification system with an instant messaging service/ If Cloutier does 
imply any registration process, which the appellant does not believe to be the case, tlien such an 
implication would be for the subscriber to be registered with the messaging system server 120.* ^ 
However, this is not what is claimed. It is spegficxilly claimed that a message notification 
application is registered to an instant messaging service. There is no hint,*ieaching,^suggdstion, or 
implication within Cloutier to suggest that the messaging system server 120 is registered to any 
type of service, let alone an instant messaging service. ' 

4. Neither Cloutier, Goldfinger, nor their proposed combination teaches "signing the 
, user onto the message notification application by adding the user to a buddy list of the message 

notification application therchy associating ihe user to tiic one instant messaging service which the 
user is currcntiy accessing". Within the Office Action, it is stated tiiat Goldfinger does teach this 
limitation. Spedfically, colunm 6, lines 3-35 of Goldfinger is cited to support this assertion. The 
cited portion of Goldfingcr teaches a server 20 that include an Information management 
apparatus 28 that maintains a list of users connected to the internet 14. In short, an active user list 
is maintained on the server 20 of Goldfinger. In direct contrast, the claimed limitation is directed 
to '*adding the user to a buddy list of the mesyanc notification anplicarion" (emphasis added). As 
discussed above in part 2 of this section, within the Ofiice Action a comparison is made in which 
the message notification application 10 of the present invention is asserted to be the same as the 
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messaging system server 120 of Clouticr, and ihe instant messaging service 14 of the present , 
invention is asserted to be the same as the server 20/nctwork 14 of GpldRnger. If this * 
comparison is Amlid* which the appellant docs not believe to be the case, then the claimed buddy 
list (of tlie message notification apph*cation 1 0) would be maintained on the messaging system 
server 120 of Clouiier. However, as previously discussed, Goldfingcr teaches maintaining the 
active user h'st on the server 20. As such, the proposed combination of GoldHnger and Cloutier 
would ijiaintain the active user list on the server 20 of Goldfinger, not on the messaging :^cm 
server 120 of Cloutier as asserted within the Office Action, Therefore, maintaining* an active user 
list on the server 20, as taught by Goldfinger, is not the same as maintaining a buddy list' bh tic'** 

message nptificadpn application 10, m claimed, ^ ^ ^ 

Further, within the Advisory Acdon, it is stated that Clouticr teaches "a list of subscribers r i - ; ~ - 

to the message notification system where the subscribers must provide a password to retrieve 
stored messages." It is asserted that such a list of subscribers is tlie same as the claimed f^signing 
the user onto the message notificauon application adding the user lo abuddy list of the ^ * * i '^^^ ' 
message notificadon application tliereby associating the user to die one instant messaging service 
which the user is cuircntly accessing " To support this assertion, column 5, lines 25-40 of * ^ 
Cloutier is cited. In column 5, lines 25-40, Clouticr teaches that the messaging system server 120 
maintains a database of information regarding cach^ubscriber. However, such a registration 
database is well known in the art and is used to maintain a list of sub^qfj^ep informadon, where 
tlie information was provided by the subscriber during a previous registration process. Such a 
rcgistrndon database does not include information regarding whether or not the subscriber is 
currently logged onto the service. In contrast, the claimed limitation is directed lo adding the user 
to a buddy list thereby associating the user to the one instant messaging 'service which the user is * 
currentlv accessing . Clearly, maintaining a registration database, as taught by Cloutier, is not the 
same as maintaining a list of users cunently accessing a service. 

Claims 1 and 3-7 

The independent Claim 1 is directed to a .rntdiod of providing message notification for a* 
user. The method includes coupling a message notification application to a server, wherein the 
server stores messages for the user, registering the message notifiration application to at least one 
instant messaging service, accessing one of the at least one instant messaging service by the user, 
sigmng the user onto the message notification application by adding the user to a buddy list of the 
message notification application thereby associating the user to the one instant messaging service 
which the user is currently accessing, and sending m instant mes^ge^xiotification from the 
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message notification application via the one instant messaging service lo ihe user when a message 
arrives on the server for the user. As discussed above, there is not proper motivation to combine 
the communication system of Coldfinger with the messaging system of Clouiier. Further, the 
proposed combination of Cloutier in view of Goldfingcr does not result in a viably functioning 
system. Still fiutber, neither Cloutier, Goldlinger, nor tlieir proposed combination teaches 
registering a message notification application to at least one instant messaging service. Still yet 
Furtlicr, neitlicr Cloutier, Goldfingcr, nor their proposed combination teaches signing the user onto 
the message noiificaiion application by adding the user to a buddy list of the message notification 
application thereby associating the user to the one instant messaging service which the user is i ^ 
currently accessing. For at Ieast.these reasons is allowable oyer the 

combinadon of Goldfinger with Cloutier, 

Claims 3-7 arc dependent on independent Claim 1 « As smtcd above, Claim 1 is allowable 
over the combination of Goldfinger witli Cloutier. Accordingly, Claims 3-7 are also allowable as 
being dependent on an allowable base claim- 

CliaimsSand 9»13 . . ; * ^ . 

The independent Claim 8 is directed to an apparatus for providing message notificatibn' 
and allowing a user lo insumdy review new mc^5ag«. The apparatus comprises at least one 
instant messaging service^ a message notification application registered to the at least one instant 
messaging service, wherein the message notification application includes a buddy list onto which 
the user is added, thereby assodating the user to one of the at least one instant message service ^ 
thai die user is currently using, a server for stodng messages and providing a medium for the ^ ^ « 
message notification application to operate, and an internet appliance to access the server and ^ ' 
receive an instant message notification from the message notification application via the one 
instant messaging service, the instant message notification indicates diat a new message is stored 
on the server for the user. As discussed above, there is not proper motivation to combine the 
- communication system of Goldfinger vdth the messaging system of Cloutier, Further, the 
proposed combination of Cloutier in view of Goldfinger does not result in a viable functioning 
system. Still further, neither Cloutier, Goldfinger, nor their proposed combination teaches 
registering a message notification application to at least one instant messaging service. Still yet 
fixrther, neither Cloutier, Goldfinger, nor their proposed combination teaches signing the user onto 
the message notification application by adding the user to a buddy list of the message notification 
application thereby associating the user to the one instant messaging service which the user is 
currcntiy accessing. For at least these reasons, the independent Claim 8 is allowable over the * 

i: 
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combinaiion of Goldfinger with Clouticn 

Claims 9^13 arc dependent on independent Claim 8* As stated above, Claim 8 is 
allowable over the combinaiion of Goldfinger with Cloutier Accordingly, Claims 9-13 are also 
allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. | - 

Claims 14 and 15>1 9 | 
The independent Claim 14 is directed to a message notification system that allows the user 
to instai^tly review new messages. Tlic message notification system coiiipriscs at least one instant 
messaging service, a message notification application registered to the al; least one instant 
messaging service, wherein the me^ge notification apph'cation include^ a buddy list onto which ' 
ihe user is added^-thereby associating the user to one of the at least one iptant message service ^ r 
that the user is currently using, a server for storing messages and providing a medium for the 
message notification application to opemtc, and an internet appliance tojaccess the server and , 
receive an instant message notification from the message notification application via the one • ! 
Instant messaging service, the instant message jiotiFication indicates thaj a new message is stored 
on the server for the user. As discussed above, there is not proper motivation to combine tiie 
commimication system of Coldfingcr with the messaging sysiem oFClo^'cr. Further, the 
proposed combination of Cloutier in view of Goldfinger does not result in a viable functioning^ 
sysiem. Still ftuther, neither C|outicr, Goldfinger, nor their proposed copibination teaches 
registering a message notification application to at leasi one instant mespging service. Still yet 
further, neither Cloutier, Goldfinger, nor dieir proposed combination tcaehes signing the user onto 
the message notification application by adding the user to a buddy list of the message notification 
applica^on thereby associatbg the user to the one insumt messaging service which the user is ' 
currently accessing. For at least these reasons, the independent Claim ijt^ is allowable over the 
combination of Goldfinger with Cloutier. * ^ 

Claims 15-19 are dependent on independent Claim 14. As state^ above. Claim 14 is 
allowable over the combination of Goldfinger with Cloutien Accordingly, Claims 15*19 are also 
allowable as being dependent on an allowable base claim. 

Claims 20 and 22»26 i. ' ; t y 

The indqjcndent Claim 20 is directed to a message notification system for a user. The 
message notification system comprises means for coupling a message notification application to a 
server, wherein tlic server stores messages for the user, means for registering the message 
notification application to at least one instant messaging service, means for accessing one of the at 
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lease one insiant messaging service by the user, means for signing the uspr onto the message 
notilics^on application by adding the user to a buddy list of the messagd nottHcation application 
thereby associating the user to the one instant messaging service wliich llie user is currently 
accessing, and means for sending an instant message notification &om tlfc message nolilication 
application via the one instant messaging service to ihe user when a mcs sage arrives on the server 
for the user. As discussed above, there is not proper motivation to eoml; inc the communication 
system of Goldfingcr with the messaging system of Clouticr. Further, tt e proposed combination 
of Clouticr in view of Goldfinger does not result in a viable functioning system. Still further, 
neither Cloutier, Goldfinger, nor their proposct^ combination teaches reg istering a message 
notification application to at least one instant messaging service. Still yet furdacr, neitiaer 
Gloutier, Goldfinger, nor dieir proposed combination teaches signing thc^ user onto the message'^ ; 
notification application by adding the user to a buddy list of ihe message notification application 
thereby associating the user to the one instant messaging service which the user is currcntiy 
accessing. For at least these reasons, the independent Claim 20 is allowable over the cornbination 
of Goldfinger with Clouticr. 

Claims 22-26 aredependent on independent Claim 20. As statcc 

.1 

allowable over the combination of Goldfinger with Cloutier« According] 
allowable as bdng dependent on an allowable 'base claim. 



The independent Claim 27 is directed to a method of providing a 



above, Claim 20 is 
y; Claims 22-26 arc also 



voice messaging 



notification application for a user in an instant messa^g system. The cicthod comprise the 
steps of coupling a message notification application to a server, wherein the server stores !^ 
messages for the user, registezing the message noti fication application to^at least one instant 
messaging service, accessing one of the at least one instant messaging services by the user, adding 
thcuserto a buddy list of the message notification application, wherein he buddy list is 
associated with the ope instant messaging service, sending an instant message notification to the 
user from the message notification application via the one instant messaging service when a 
message arrives on the server for the user, and allo\ving the user access to ^. server by one of using 
an internet; appliance and using a telephone. As discussed above, there is not proper motivation to 
combine the communication system of Goldfingcr with the messaging sj^stem of Cloutier. 
Further; the proposed combination of Cloutier in view of Goldfingcr do|S not result in a viable 
functioning system. Still further, neither Clouticr, Goldfingcr, nor their proposed combination 
teaches registering a message notification application to at least one inst ;mt messa^ng service. 
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Still yet further, neither Clouticr, Goldfingcr, nor tljeir proposed combin ition teaches signing the ^ 
user onto the message notilicaiion application % adding the user to a buHdy list of the message 
notincation application thereby associating the user to the one instant messaging service which the 
user is currently accessing* For at least these reasons, the independent C aim 27 is allowable over 
the combination of Goldfingcr with Clouticr, 

B. CONCLUSION 

It is therefore respectfully submitted that Claims 1, 3>20» and 22-27 are allowable over the 
teachings of Clouticr in view of Goldfinger. Therefore, a favorable indicjation is respectfully 
rcqutist^d . . , . „ . 



Daied: ^ 



Respectfully submitted? 
tlAVHRSTOCK & OWENS LLP 

' yi P ■ J" ' 

By: 

Thomas B. HavcrstQck 
Reg. No. 32,571 
Attorneys for Applicants 
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b. 

c. 

d. 



A method of providing message noti:ncalion for a user comprising 
£L coupling a message notification application to a server, 
messages for the user; 

registering the -message notificafion application to •aiieast 
service; 

accessing one of the at least one instant messaging servic* ; 
sigoing the user onto the message nop'fication application 
buddy list of the message notification application: ihewby 
the one instant messaging service which the user is currcni 
sending an instant message notification fiom the message 
via the one instant messaging service to the user when a 
server for the user* ^ , , . . 

(Canceled) 



the steps of: 
wherein the server stores 



The method as claimed in claim 1 further comprising the step of 
accessing the server. 

The method as claimed in claim 3 wherein the: server is one of ?yc 
messaging and a unified messaging server. 



The method as claimed in claim 3 further comprising the step of gccessing the server, ^ 

•15- 



one instanrmessaging ^ 

bythetiscr: 
by adding ihc user lo a 
associating the user to 
tiy accessing; and 
notification application 
message arrives on the 



-etrieving the message by 



application, a voice 
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one of sending a request to the message Tiotification application |nd using a telephone. 

^ t . ■ 

6. The method as elainied in claim 3 further comprising the step of|retrieving messages &om 
the server by an internet appliance. 

7. . The method as claimed in claim 3 funher comprising the step of deleting a message using 

an ifliiirost appliance without retrieving the message firom ihe. server. 
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apparatus for providing message notification and allowing a user to instantly review 
new messages comprising: 

a. at least one instant messaging service; 

b. a message notification application registered to the at lca|t one instai}t mesfsaging 
service, wherein the message notification applicaiion inc 
which the \iscr is added, thereby associating the uiscr to o: ip of the atleast one , 
instant message, service that the user is currently using; 

a a server for storing messages and providing a medium fa 

application to operate; and 
d, an mtemct appliance to access the server and receive an iastant message 

notification from the message notification application vie the one instant 
.} messaging service, the instant message notification indic^Ies that a new message is 

stored on the server for the user- 



the message notification 



9. The apparatus as claimed in claim 8 further comprising means 
user to the buddy list of the message nodHcation application in 
signing up to receive messages with thamessage notification a] 
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for automatically adding the 
r ^ponsc to the user 
LpjDlication. ^ , 
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TO. . The apparatus as claimed in claim 8 wherein the message notiiiciiiion 
comprises means for sending the user insiiant messag? natificfition 
instant messaging service when a message arrives for the user. 
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application 
through the one 



1 1 . The apparatus as claimed in claim 8 fiirthcr comprising means for retrieving the message 
from the server by one of sending a request to the message nptifi action application and 
using a telephone. 



m application, a voice 



12. The apparatus as claimed in claim 8 wh^crcin the server is one of 
messaging and a unified messaging server. 



13. The apparatus as claimed in claim 8 further comprising means for deleting the message 



using the internet appliance without retrieving the message from 



til? server, 



/V message notification system that allows the user to instantly rejview new messages 
comprising: . 

a. at least one instant messaging service; . , ; . 

b. a message notification application registered to tiie at least one instant messaging 
service, wherein the message notification application incl udes a buddy list onto 
which the user is added^ thcrebjc.assodating the user to qnc.of the at least one , 
instant message service that the user is currently using; 

a server for storing messages and providing a medium for the message notification 
application to operate; and ^ 
an internet appliance to access the server and receive an i istant message 
notification from the message notification application via the one instant 
messaging service, the instant message notification indic£ tcs that a new message is 
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stored on the server for the user. 



The message notification ^rstem as claimed in claim 14 further 
automatically adding the user lo the buddy list of the mc^gc notification 
response to the tiser signing up to receive messages with the 
applioition. 



16. The message notification system as claimed claim 14 wl^grj^ip messagc'notification 
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cpmprising means for 
application in 
notification 



message 



application comprises means for sending the user the instant message notification through 



^thc one insrnnt messaging service when a message arrives for the 



The message notification system as claimed In claim 14 further 
retrieving the message from the server by one of sending a rcqucjrt 
notification application and using a telephone. 



cpmprising means for 
to the message 



The message notification system as claimed in claim 14 wherein 
application, a voice messaging and a unified messaging server. 



user. 



the server is one of an 



The message notification system as claimed in claim 14 further ^pmprising means for 
deleting the message using the internet appliance without rctricvpg the message from the 
jjerver. 

A message notification system for a user comprising: . ^ 
a means for coupling a message notification application to ^ server, wherqn the 

server stores messages for the user; 
b. means for registering the message notification application to at least one instant 
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messaging service; 

means for acci^Tig one of the at least one instant mcssajpng service by the usen 
mc*in§ for signing the user opto the message notification application by adding ihe 
user to a buddy list of the message notification applicatio n thereby associating the 
user to the one instant messaging service which the user is currently accessing; and 
means for sending an instant message notification from die message notification 
application via the one instant messaging service to the u 5cr when a message 
arrives on the server for the user: ^ • 



21. (Canceled) 



22. The message notification system as claimed in claim 20 furtlier comprising means for the 
user to retrieve the message by accessing the server. 

23. The message notification system as claimed in claim 22 wherein the server is one of an 
.application, a voice messaging and a unified messaging server. 



The message notification ^stem as claimed in claim 22 whcrreii] 
server by one of sending a request to the message notification applicati< 
telephone. 



25- The message notification system as claimed in claim 22 wherdn 
from the server by an internet appliance. 



the user, accesses the 
ion and using a 



the message is retrieved 



26. The message notification system as claimed in claim 22 further cpmprising the step of 
deleting the message using the internet appliance without retrieving the message from the 
i -19- 
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server. 



one instant messaging 



27. A method of providing a voice messaging nouficaiion applicatio^ for a user in an instant 
messaging system comprising the steps of: 

0. coupling a message notification application to a server, w|icrein the server stores 
messages for the user; 

b. registering the message notification application to at least i 
service; 

c. accessing one of the ai least on^ instant messaging services by the user; 
6l adding the user to a buddy list of the message noti Hcation application, wherein the 
I buddy list is associated widi the one instant messaging service; 

e, sending an instant message notification to the user from the message notification 
application ^na the one instant messaging service when a ficssage arrives on the 
server fertile user; and , 

£ allowing the user access to a server by one of using an intpmct appliance and tising 
a telephone.. . 
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Pursuant to 37 CJA. § 41 .37(c)(l )(ix), the following is a siaienient seitjng forth where in 
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X. RELATED PROCEEDTNGS APPENDIX 

There arc no ofhcx appeals or inierferences related lo the pr^ent 
which appellant is aware. 
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